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But it was not a celebration for Native Amer-
ican descendants of Pocahontas, for they 
have yet to be recognized by our federal gov-
ernment. Unlike most Native American tribes 
that were officially recognized when they 
signed peace treaties with the federal govern-
ment, Virginia’s six Native American tribes 
made their peace with the Kings of England. 
Most notable among these was the Treaty of 
1677 between these tribes and King Charles 
II. This treaty has been recognized by the 
Commonwealth of Virginia every year for the 
past 334 years when the Governor accepts 
tribute from the tribes in a ceremony now cele-
brated at the Commonwealth Capitol. I had 
the honor of attending one of what I under-
stand is the longest-celebrated treaty recogni-
tion ceremony in the United States. 

The forefathers of the tribal leaders who 
gather on Thanksgiving in Richmond were the 
first to welcome the English, and during the 
first few years of settlement, ensured their sur-
vival. Had the tribes not assisted those early 
settlers, they would not have survived. Time 
has not been kind to the tribes, however. As 
was the case for most Native American tribes, 
as the settlement prospered and grew, the 
tribes suffered. Those who resisted quickly be-
came subdued, were pushed off their historic 
lands, and, up through much of the 20th Cen-
tury, were denied full rights as U.S. citizens. 
Despite their devastating loss of land and pop-
ulation, the Virginia tribes survived, preserving 
their heritage and their identity. Their story of 
survival spans four centuries of racial hostility 
and coercive state and state-sanctioned ac-
tions. 

The Virginia tribes’ history, however, di-
verges from that of most Native Americans in 
two unique ways. The first explains why the 
Virginia tribes were never recognized by the 
federal government; the second explains why 
congressional action is needed today. First, by 
the time the federal government was estab-
lished in 1789, the Virginia tribes were in no 
position to seek recognition. They had already 
lost control of their land, withdrawn into iso-
lated communities and been stripped of most 
of their rights. Lacking even the rights granted 
by the English Kings, and our own Bill of 
Rights, federal recognition was nowhere within 
their reach. 

The second unique circumstance for the Vir-
ginia tribes is what they experienced with the 
destruction of their official records. From the 
destruction of local courthouses wrought by 
the Civil War to the 20th Century ‘‘paper geno-
cide’’ perpetrated by the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, there are gaps in their records which 
could ultimately invalidate their petitions for 
recognition that have been filed with the Inte-
rior Department’s Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

With great hypocrisy, Virginia’s ruling elite 
pushed policies that culminated with the en-
actment of the Racial Integrity Act of 1924. 
This act directed Commonwealth officials, and 
zealots like Walter Plecker, to destroy Com-
monwealth and local courthouse records and 
reclassify in Orwellian fashion all non-whites 
as ‘‘colored.’’ It targeted Native Americans 
with a vengeance, denying Native Americans 
in Virginia their identity. 

To call oneself a ‘‘Native American’’ in Vir-
ginia was to risk a jail sentence of up to one 
year. In defiance of the law, members of Vir-
ginia’s tribes traveled out of state to obtain 
marriage licenses or to serve their country in 
wartime. The law remained in effect until it 

was struck down in federal court in 1967. In 
that intervening period between 1924 and 
1967, Commonwealth officials waged a war to 
destroy all public and many private records 
that affirmed the existence of Native Ameri-
cans in Virginia. Historians have affirmed that 
no other state compares to Virginia’s efforts to 
eradicate its citizens’ Indian identity. 

All of Virginia’s state-recognized tribes have 
filed petitions with the Bureau of Acknowledg-
ment seeking federal recognition. But it is a 
very heavy burden the Virginia tribes will have 
to overcome, and one fraught with complica-
tions that officials from the bureau have ac-
knowledged may never be resolved in their 
lifetime. The acknowledgment process is al-
ready expensive, subject to unreasonable 
delays, and lacking in dignity. Virginia’s paper 
genocide only further complicates these tribes’ 
quest for federal recognition, making it difficult 
to furnish corroborating state and official docu-
ments and aggravating the injustice already 
visited upon them. The Bureau of Acknowl-
edgement officials have admitted that the Vir-
ginia petitions may not be resolved for genera-
tions. 

In appreciation of the fact that the issue of 
gambling and its economic and moral dimen-
sions influence many Members’ perspectives 
on tribal recognition issues, you should be 
aware that the bill has carried language every 
year prohibiting these tribes from gaming on 
their federal lands. This prohibition extends in-
definitely, even if Virginia were to one day 
change course and allow gaming. The tribes 
find gambling offensive to their moral beliefs. 
They are seeking federal recognition because 
it is a matter of justice. 

In the name of decency, fairness and hu-
manity, I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation and bring closure to the centuries of 
injustice Virginia’s Native American tribes have 
experienced. 
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TRIBUTE TO JENNIFER ELLEFSON 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 23, 2013 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
into the concerns of our younger constituents 
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share these with my House col-
leagues. 

Jennifer Ellefson is a junior at George 
Ranch High School in Fort Bend County, 
Texas. Her essay topic is: In your opinion, 
what role should government play in our lives? 

Government should be nothing more than 
a regulatory force. Too often people see the 
Government as a great power, but the gov-
ernment should only be given the power it is 
deemed worthy of by the people. That is the 
principle of popular sovereignty, the people 
rule. Without that principle, governments 
lose balance and forget their purpose. Our 
government’s purposes are in protection, 

business regulation, law enforcement, and 
medicine among other things. The govern-
ment’s job is not to be a part of your life, but 
to keep your life from becoming anarchy, 
and provide ease for certain things. An op-
pressive form of government is one that is 
invasive in day to day life; the American 
government should play scarcely a role in 
your life outside of organization and pro-
viding order. Our police officers are given 
their power by the people. They are not 
above us, but they regulate us due to the 
right we give them through our government, 
the people’s government. Law enforcement 
ensures that we are not victimized by the 
masses daily, without the government to 
regulate our protection, anarchy would 
ensue, and violence and murder would ravage 
the land. Business regulation insures that 
employees cannot be mistreated, and that 
customers are kept safe through standard re-
quirements of cleanliness and durability. Be-
fore the FDA, thousands of people would die 
a year from food poisoning. While some still 
slip through the cracks, the government has 
all but eliminated business corruption at the 
production and employment levels. Stand-
ardized medical procedure has saved millions 
of lives in the last century; if it were not 
government regulated there would still be 
frequent abortions in truck beds and house-
hold remedies killing people all over. Now 
the government is attempting to regulate 
medicine even further; socialized medicine, 
in my view, is a must. Part of government 
regularity is protection; is it not protection 
to ensure that even a homeless man should 
not die from a disease because he cannot af-
ford the surgery? Some people say it is 
invasive, but further taxation for the better 
of you and all is not an invasion of life, it is 
a regulation of order. Regulation and facili-
tation is the government role and nothing 
further. 

f 

PORT OPPORTUNITY, REINVEST-
MENT AND TRAINING ACT 

HON. JANICE HAHN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 23, 2013 

Mr. HAHN. Ms. Speaker, as Memorial Day, 
the unofficial start of summer approaches, stu-
dents across the country are turning to figuring 
out how they are going to fill their time. But 
this summer, many of those students looking 
for a summer job face an uphill battle. 

High teen unemployment continues to cast 
a shadow over communities struggling to 
bounce back from the recession. For many 
teens, summer is a time to find their first jobs 
and learn their first lessons about making and 
managing money, building vital professional 
and personal skills. Unfortunately, the recov-
ery has not reached many of our communities, 
which impacts these teens as they struggle to 
find employment to keep themselves out of 
trouble and maybe bring in a little extra money 
to ease the burden on their families today, we 
are diminishing their ability to compete in the 
workforce tomorrow. 

Last summer, the unemployment rate for 
teenagers in the United States remained intol-
erably high, at 17.1 percent. The teen unem-
ployment rate is even higher for young Afri-
can-Americans and Latinos, putting them at a 
special disadvantage as they try to enter the 
adult workforce. Just in my community of 
Compton, the overall unemployment rate 
jumped to a staggering 20 percent, as schools 
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let out for the summer and students tried to 
find summer work. 

That is why I have re-introduced the ‘‘Port 
Opportunity, Reinvestment and Training 
(PORT) Act’’ with my colleague, Chair of the 
Congressional Urban Caucus and PORTS 
Caucus member, Congressman CHAKA 
FATTAH of Pennsylvania. This legislation au-
thorizes the creation of a grant program at 
ports throughout the country to hire eligible 
high school students over the summer. This is 
a win-win for the American economy. Our na-
tion’s ports have long been engines of eco-
nomic growth, and so there is no better place 
for students to learn the skills they need to 
compete in today’s workforce. 

These grants are an investment in the com-
munities that need them most. Not only will 
these grants put money in the pockets of high 
school students facing unprecedented levels 
of unemployment, but they will build a founda-
tion for successful communities and success-
ful adults. 

I urge my colleagues to support this crucial 
investment in our students, our communities, 
and our economy. 

f 

CELEBRATING JOHN AND JEA-
NETTE MASON’S 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 23, 2013 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize John and Jeanette Mason, who 
are celebrating their 50th anniversary this 
month. As John and Jeanette have discov-
ered, the secret to a successful marriage is 
having a supportive partner. Interestingly 
enough, this same quality serves as the foun-
dation for strong and vibrant communities. 
John and Jeanette’s commitment not only to 
one another but also to our community has 
touched the lives of countless families in Fair-
fax City and across Northern Virginia, and I 
ask my colleagues to join me in celebrating 
this wonderful couple. 

John’s public service began with the U.S. 
Army, where he served for 21 years before re-
tiring as a Colonel. Any longtime resident of 
Northern Virginia is familiar with the tremen-
dous work done during John’s 14-year tenure 
as the Mayor of the City of Fairfax, where his 
leadership ensured adoption of the city’s 
‘‘2020 Plan,’’ which became the roadmap for 
Fairfax City’s revitalization efforts. Moreover, 
John is responsible for spearheading the rede-
velopment of Old Town Fairfax, including the 
new City of Fairfax Regional Library that 
serves as the anchor for the area’s redevelop-
ment efforts. John and Jeanette were instru-
mental in the building of the beautiful Stacy C. 
Sherwood Community Center in Fairfax City 
and countless other community projects that 
have ensured Fairfax remains one of the re-
gion’s top-rated communities in which to live, 
work, and raise a family. 

I have had the privilege of working closely 
with John on many of the issues he is most 
passionate about and dedicated to, including 
the future of transportation in Northern Vir-
ginia. After retiring from the Army, John was 
tapped by SAIC for his expertise on transpor-
tation issues, and with Jeanette’s support, 

John’s decision to enter public service once 
again ensured that Northern Virginia benefitted 
from his wealth of knowledge on transportation 
policy. Through John’s tireless work on the 
National Capital Region Transportation Plan-
ning Board at the Metropolitan Washington 
Council of Governments and the Northern Vir-
ginia Transportation Authority, he became the 
go-to elected official on regional transportation 
issues. Over the years, John became a force 
to be reckoned with. As many can attest, few 
individuals know more than John does about 
bus fleets, congestion patterns, Metro, or com-
muter delays in Northern Virginia. 

John’s work on the Fairfax County-Fairfax 
City Interjurisdictional Committee and his be-
lief in vigorous good neighbor policies ele-
vated the relationship between the City and 
County to new heights. In addition, John 
worked to strengthen the City’s ties with 
neighboring George Mason University, which 
would not enjoy the prominence it does today 
without John’s advocacy for a robust relation-
ship between the university and the sur-
rounding community. 

More recently, John and Jeanette have 
made incalculable contributions to Fairfax’s 
local arts community. John has served as the 
Chairman of the Arts Council of Fairfax Coun-
ty and as the President of the Fairfax Sym-
phony. He currently serves as the President 
and CEO of the Lorton Workhouse Arts Cen-
ter, where he oversees all aspects of the art 
center’s planning and operations. He is also 
the founder and president of Fairfax Spotlight 
on the Arts, an annual three-week festival that 
showcases artists in local venues. And of 
course, many of the region’s music patrons 
are familiar with John and Jeanette’s active 
support of the City of Fairfax Band Associa-
tion, Fairfax Symphony Orchestra, not to men-
tion many other orchestras across Northern 
Virginia. 

John and Jeanette’s marriage is a testament 
to the durability of a loving relationship, and 
our community continues to benefit mightily 
from the local contributions from their partner-
ship. John would happily admit that his many 
accomplishments would not be possible with-
out the love and support of Jeanette. Her 
care, love, and support during John’s battle 
with cancer assured his return to vigor, ensur-
ing a healthy retirement spent with their chil-
dren, John Jr., Joanna, and Jeffrey, and their 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating John and Jeanette 
Mason on their 50th anniversary and in wish-
ing them many more years of happiness. 
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IMPROVING JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR VETERANS ACT OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2013 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 1412, the ‘‘Improving 
Job Opportunities for Veterans Act of 2013.’’ 
There are over 800,000 veterans unemployed, 
or unable to find work in the United States, 
and the number is rising every year. If our 
brave men and women are to serve at home 
and abroad, it is our moral obligation to help 

ensure they can successfully transition into the 
workforce. For this reason I support the legis-
lation before us. 

H.R. 1412 would extend for one month an 
expiring provision of law that limits pensions 
paid to certain veterans who are receiving 
Medicaid coverage in Medicaid-approved nurs-
ing homes. The bill also would modify the con-
ditions for veterans to receive education ben-
efit payments from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) for participating in on-the- 
job training and require VA to enter into agree-
ments with other federal agencies to promote 
on-the-job training opportunities for veterans. 

The Improving Job Opportunities for Vet-
erans Act will reduce the final OJT/Apprentice-
ship salary requirements that employers pay 
of the normal wage from 85% to 75% to en-
courage employers to offer more OJT/Appren-
ticeship training for an additional 4 years. The 
bill also requires other Federal agencies to 
enter into agreements with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to hire veterans using the 
OJT/Apprenticeship benefit and extends re-
duced pension benefits for certain veterans in 
Medicaid funded nursing homes. 

If enacted, CBO estimates that, on net, the 
bill would decrease direct spending by $14 
million over the next five years and by $12 
million over the next ten years. Because the 
bill would affect direct spending, pay-as-you- 
go procedures apply. Enacting H.R. 1412 
would not affect revenues. In addition, imple-
menting H.R. 1412 would have an insignificant 
effect on discretionary spending. 

Mr. Speaker, instead of returning home to 
their loving families, friends, and loved ones, 
12 percent of veterans—about 1 in 8—are re-
turning home to find unemployment lines. We 
owe it to these men and women who selflessly 
served our nation to help them change their 
condition for the better. The legislation before 
us, H.R. 1412, is a step in the right direction 
for veterans across the country and for many 
of the 35,000 veterans of the Iraq and Afghan-
istan Wars who live in the Houston metropoli-
tan area. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues to join 
in me in supporting H.R. 1412, the ‘‘Job Op-
portunities for Veterans Act of 2013.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING NEW MEXICO STATE 
REPRESENTATIVE NICK SALAZAR 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 23, 2013 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor New 
Mexico Rep. Nick Salazar who received the 
‘‘Lifetime Achievement Award’’ from Los Ala-
mos National Laboratory. 

Rep. Salazar is one of the most distin-
guished members of the New Mexico Legisla-
ture, having represented his district, which en-
compasses Colfax, Mora, Rio Arriba and San 
Miguel counties, since 1973. Incredibly, Rep. 
Salazar has worked for Los Alamos National 
Laboratory for 63 years. In both roles, Rep. 
Salazar has been an effective leader who has 
had a profound impact on his community, his 
state and a thankful nation. 

During his distinguished career at LANL, 
Rep. Salazar was responsible for ensuring 
that the lab was a responsible and productive 
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